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and I understand my colleagues’ goal of
expressing concern for girls and women
and others. Despite my reservation and
profound disappointment with the ad-
ministration’s reaction to and the de-
nial of these two amendments, I am
supporting this resolution. I have with-
drawn my amendments, recognizing
the reality of our current situation on
the floor of the U.S. Senate, but it re-
mains essential that we recognize the
full scope of the post-rape health care
needed by survivors of rape. These vic-
tims have been hideously and grue-
somely used as a tool of terrorism in-
voked by ISIL.

Fully countering ISIL’s terrorist
strategy means providing necessary
and compassionate care for girls and
women who have been victims and have
been shunned by their families. They
have been rejected by their commu-
nities. They have been victims many
times over as a result of these heinous
crimes committed against them.

I hope that my fellow Senators will
join me as I continue to call on the ad-
ministration to right this wrong. As
the world’s largest donor of assistance
around the world, the United States
can and should do better and do more
to provide health care that girls and
women vitally need when they become
vulnerable and, in fact, victims of ter-
ror inflicted by these heinous criminal
acts.

I thank the Presiding Officer, and I
yield the floor.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the
Lankford amendment to the resolution
be agreed to; that the resolution, as
amended, be agreed to; that the pre-
amble be agreed to; and that the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 2931) was agreed
to, as follows:

(Purpose: To define ‘‘complicit’ for purposes
of the resolution)

On page 3, line 4, insert ‘‘by Islamic State
of Iraq and Syria militants’ before the semi-
colon at the end.

On page 3, line 10, strike ‘“‘and”.

On page 4, line 2, strike the period at the
end and inserting ‘‘; and”’.

On page 4, after line 2, add the following:

(4) defines ‘‘complicit’’, for purposes of this
resolution, as having knowingly and will-
ingly taken actions which have directly sup-
ported, promoted, enabled, aided, abetted, or
encouraged crimes involving sexual violence
against women and children from Yezidi,
Christian, Shabak, Turkmen, or other reli-
gious communities by Islamic State of Iraq
and Syria militants, including actively
working to deny, cover up, or alter evidence
of such crimes.

The resolution (S. Res.
amended, was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, as amended, with its
preamble, reads as follows:

S. REs. 310

Whereas the Islamic State of Iraq and
Syria (ISIS) has publicly and systematically
targeted communities on the basis of their
religious identities, including Yezidis, Chris-
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tians, Shi’a Muslims, Shabaks, Turkmens,
and Kaka’i, in a campaign of violence that
includes summary executions, beheadings,
torture, arbitrary detainment, forced dis-
placement, rape and sexual violence, and en-
slavement;

Whereas enslavement and sexual violence
against women is a widespread practice
among ISIS militants, who have, according
to the Yezidi Affairs Directory, captured and
enslaved as many as 5,500 Yezidis, including
as many as 3,000 women, since August 2014;

Whereas ISIS has established a formal
slave trade in which women and girls as
young as b years old are systematically ab-
ducted, transported, categorized according to
physical traits and perceived value, and trad-
ed among ISIS militants or sold for as little
as $10;

Whereas the Research and Fatwa Depart-
ment of ISIS has issued guidelines and direc-
tions for the enslavement of Yezidi women
and children and has justified the actions on
the basis of religious teachings;

Whereas the New York Times reported
that ‘‘the Islamic State has developed a de-
tailed bureaucracy of sex slavery, including
sales contracts notarized by the ISIS-run Is-
lamic courts’’;

Whereas according to various reports, in-
cluding testimony before Congress by
Khidher Domle, a Yezidi activist and Direc-
tor of the Media Department at the Univer-
sity of Dohuk, the enslavement and sexual
violence used against Yezidi women and chil-
dren by ISIS militants in their attack on
Mount Sinjar was premeditated;

Whereas ISIS has initiated the mass kill-
ing of Yezidi men and boys, the sexual vio-
lence and enslavement of Yezidi women and
children, and the forced displacement of
Christians and other religious communities;

Whereas the threat and reach of ISIS ex-
tends beyond Iraq and Syria into the rest of
the world, as demonstrated by ISIS-affiliated
attacks and recruitment of foreign fighters
from the United States, Europe, Central
Asia, and Africa;

Whereas, according to testimony presented
before the Committee on Foreign Affairs of
the House of Representatives on September
29, 2015, it is possible that one of the ISIS
militants involved in the sexual slavery of
Yezidi women and children is a TUnited
States citizen; and

Whereas the United States Government
should investigate and urge prosecution of
American citizens who are perpetrators of or
complicit in such crimes: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) condemns the ongoing sexual violence
against women and children from Yezidi,
Christian, Shabak, Turkmen, and other reli-
gious communities by Islamic State of Iraq
and Syria militants;

(2) calls on the Attorney General to com-
mence the investigation and prosecution of
any United States citizens alleged to be per-
petrators of or complicit in these crimes and
to report back to Congress what steps are
being taken to investigate and urge the pros-
ecution of those involved;

(3) calls on the Government of Iraq and the
governments of other countries to identify
individual perpetrators and individuals in-
volved in these crimes and take appropriate
measures to arrest and urge the prosecution
of those individuals; and

(4) defines ‘‘complicit’’, for purposes of this
resolution, as having knowingly and will-
ingly taken actions which have directly sup-
ported, promoted, enabled, aided, abetted, or
encouraged crimes involving sexual violence
against women and children from Yezidi,
Christian, Shabak, Turkmen, or other reli-
gious communities by Islamic State of Iraq
and Syria militants, including actively
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working to deny, cover up, or alter evidence
of such crimes.

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY,
DECEMBER 17, 2015

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 10 a.m., Thursday, De-
cember 17; that following the prayer
and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, and the
time for the two leaders be reserved for
their use later in the day; further, that
following leader remarks, the Senate
be in a period of morning business until
6 p.m., with Senators permitted to
speak therein for up to 10 minutes
each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:52 p.m., adjourned until Thursday,
December 17, 2015, at 10 a.m.

———

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:

THE JUDICIARY

PAUL LEWIS ABRAMS, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE CENTRAL DISTRICT
OF CALIFORNIA, VICE DEAN D. PREGERSON, RETIRED.

SUZANNE MITCHELL, OF OKLAHOMA, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT
OF OKLAHOMA, VICE DAVID L. RUSSELL, RETIRED.

SCOTT L. PALK, OF OKLAHOMA, TO BE UNITED STATES
DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF OKLA-
HOMA, VICE STEPHEN P. FRIOT, RETIRED.

RONALD G. RUSSELL, OF UTAH, TO BE UNITED STATES
DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF UTAH, VICE
BRIAN THEADORE STEWART, RETIRED.

—————

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate December 16, 2015:
UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT
THOMAS O. MELIA, OF MARYLAND, TO BE AN ASSIST-

ANT ADMINISTRATOR OF THE UNITED STATES AGENCY
FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

GABRIEL CAMARILLO, OF TEXAS, TO BE AN ASSISTANT
SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE.

MARCEL JOHN LETTRE, II, OF MARYLAND, TO BE
UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR INTELLIGENCE.

IN THE NAVY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601:

To be admiral
VICE ADM. KURT W. TIDD

NATIONAL FOUNDATION ON THE ARTS AND THE
HUMANITIES

THOMAS EDGAR ROTHMAN, OF MARYLAND, TO BE A
MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL ON THE ARTS FOR
A TERM EXPIRING SEPTEMBER 3, 2016.

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

STEVEN MICHAEL HARO, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE AN AS-
SISTANT SECRETARY OF COMMERCE.
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